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Green Building Task Force
Disclosure of Potential Conflicts of Interests

Updated July 2020

To be read at the beginning of each meeting.

As an initial note for the record, this Green Building Task Force consists
of individuals with specific professional expertise in green building
programs.

Members of the Task Force have provided, or will soon provide, the
City with “Conflict of Interest Statements” that will be available via the
Task Force’s webpage.

In the interests of full disclosure and transparency, we will begin this
meeting by asking each member of the Task Force to disclose whether
they, or a member of their immediate family, have any direct or indirect
contractual employment, financial or private interests, or other potential
conflicts of interest in, or related to, any of the green building programs
or other agenda items scheduled to be discussed at today’s meeting.

[Each Task Force member must verbally state their disclosure(s)]

Having heard the disclosure(s) of your colleagues, are there any
objections to the members of the Task Force in attendance proceeding
with the agenda for today’s meeting?

[Pause for objections]

[If no objection] Hearing no objection, by unanimous consent all
members of the Task Force in attendance will fully participate in today’s
agenda.

[If objection, the members should discuss their concerns. Individual
members could agree to recuse themselves from discussion of specific
agenda items, as may be warranted.] Having discussed the objection(s)
raised, all those in favor of proceeding in the manner discussed please
signify by saying “aye.” All those opposed?
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Green Building Code1
2
3

Repeal BIMC 15.04.020(J), International Green Construction Code.4
5
6

NEW CHAPTER – BIMC 15.05 Green Building Code.7
15.05.010 Purpose.8

A. TBD9
10

15.05.020 Applicability.11
A. This chapter shall apply to alterations, additions, and new construction of occupied buildings for12

which a building permit is required by BIMC Chapter 15.04.13
B. The Building Official may modify or waive the requirements of this code when necessary for the14

preservation and protection of historic buildings and historic sites consistent with BIMC Chapter15
18.24.16

17
15.05.030 Administration18

A. The Building Official shall be responsible for implementing and interpreting this chapter.19
B. The City should work with local utility providers and other organizations to develop and20

implement programs that support the purpose of this chapter as well as related goals and21
policies of the City’s Comprehensive Plan.22

C. This chapter shall be enforced as provided in BIMC 1.26.23
24

15.05.040 Definitions25
A. If not otherwise defined in this section, the terms in this chapter shall be defined as provided in26

the following codes, which shall be applied in the following order:27
1. Those codes adopted in, and as amended by, BIMC Chapter 15.04.28
2. BIMC Title 18.29
3. Elsewhere in BIMC.30

B. “Carbon dioxide equivalents (CO2e)” means …31
1. Carbon dioxide equivalents shall be stated in pounds (lbs) or tons (2,000 lbs).32
2. Conversions to carbon dioxide equivalents (CO2e) shall be based on the carbon33

emissions factors specified in this chapter.34
C. “Carbon emissions factors” are used to convert specific energy sources, such as electricity or35

propane, to carbon dioxide equivalents (CO2e).  The carbon emissions factors used in this36
chapter shall be those published in the 2018 Washington State Residential Energy Code, Table37
R405.3, or its successor.38

D. “Energy Offset Credit” means …39
1. One (1) energy offset credit shall equal one (1) [unit TBD] of carbon dioxide equivalents40

per year (CO2e/yr) using the calculation methods in effect at the time.  Once created,41
the CO2e/yr attributed to an energy offset credit cannot be changed.42

E. “Operational energy use” means …43
44

15.05.050 Residential Buildings45
A. This chapter is not intended to conflict with the state residential building code or the state46

residential energy code, as amended.  If there is a conflict, the state residential building code47
and state residential energy code shall govern.48

Commented [PB1]: Link to Comp Plan policy, climate
action plan, unique circumstances, emergency/resilience,
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B. It is strongly encouraged and completely voluntary for residential buildings to outperform the1
state residential energy code to further reduce the net operational energy use of the building.2

C. Net operational energy use shall be offset as provided in BIMC 15.05.070.3
4

15.05.060 Non-Residential Buildings5
A. Net operational energy use shall be offset as provided in BIMC 15.05.070.6

7
15.05.070 Offsetting Net Operational Energy Impacts8

A. (statement regarding city authority)9
10

B. The following are exempt from the requirement to offset operational energy impacts.11
1. The following are exempt because the expected net impact is at most minimal (i.e.: de12

minimis) and therefore do not require offsets.13
a. Any project type listed in Table 15.05.070(E) for which energy offset credits14

have been issued;15
b. Alterations that do not change the buildings existing thermal envelope, space16

heating system, or water heating system;17
c. Renewable energy production;18
d. Electric vehicle charging stations;19
e. Emergency backup power (i.e. generators or batteries);20
f. Decorative fireplaces of any fuel type;21
g. (Others TBD)22

2. The following are exempted because ???23
a. Industrial shop space (conditioned office and warehouse space is not exempt)24

25
C. The process for offsetting net operational energy impacts is depicted in Figure 15.05.070(C).26

27
Figure 15.05.070(C)28

29
30

Design a project with energy efficiency in mind

Determine the project’s net operational energy use

If needed, determine how the project’s net
operational energy use will be offset

Submit a building permit application, including net
operational energy use and offset worksheets

Build the project, including any associated offset
projects located on-site or off-site

If net operational energy use is:
>0, then create or acquire energy offset credits.
<0, then receive tradable energy offset credits.

Final certificate of occupancy issued

Commented [PB4]: Needs review and likely
clarification/modification.  The intent is to exempt internal
remodels (kitchens, baths, etc) that do not affect the energy
efficiency of the building.
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D. One hundred percent (100%) of net operational energy use shall be offset before a final1
certificate of occupancy is issued.2

1. Net operational energy use shall be stated in carbon dioxide equivalents per year3
(CO2e/yr) and determined using the following formula:4

5
Building energy use (CO2e/yr)

– Existing energy offset credits (CO2e/yr)
= Net operational energy use (CO2e/yr) Where:

6
a. “Building energy use” is determined by using …7

Á TBD (suggest model-based approach tied to the state energy code to8
make the process easier)9

b. “Existing energy offset credits” means the sum total of energy offset credits10
previously recorded to the project site consistent with 15.05.070(???).11

2. When the net operational energy use of a project is greater than zero, the additional12
energy offset credits must be acquired from offset projects located in the City of13
Bainbridge Island.14

15
E. Energy offset credits shall only be created and retired as provided in this section.16

1. The City shall create and maintain an administrative program through which energy17
offset credits will be created, transferred, and retired.18

a. The Department of Community Development and the Department of Finance19
and Administrative Services shall be jointly responsible for administering the20
energy offset credit program and shall establish reasonable administrative21
procedures to facilitate an efficient and effective program.22

b. The City Council may establish fees by resolution to support the administration23
of the program.24

2. Energy offset credits shall be created using only the offset project types listed in Table25
15.05.070(E).26

a. An offset project shall only be used once to create energy offset credits and may27
not be used to create similar credits under any other program.28

b. The number of energy offset credits created per offset project shall be29
determined using the calculation method listed in Table 15.05.070(E).30

c. Energy offset credits shall be transferrable until retired.31
3. An offset project from which energy offset credits have been created must remain32

operational for at least the minimum performance period listed in Table 15.05.070(E).33
a. Reasonable down time associated with maintenance, repair, or replacement of34

the offset project shall not count against or be considered a breach of the35
minimum performance period.36

b. A notice to title in a form approved by the City shall be recorded to the property37
to ensure:38

i. No additional energy offset credits are created from the same offset39
project(s); and40

ii. The offset project remains operational for the required performance41
period.42

4. The City shall issue a serialized energy offset certificate after a qualifying offset43
project(s) has successfully passed inspection and is operational.44

a. The certificate shall include the following:45

Commented [PB5]: Administratively, the City should
produce a worksheet to document this for consistency of
review and clarity for the applicant.
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i. Unique serial number;1
ii. Date of issuance;2
iii. Certificate owner and contact information;3
iv. Permit number;4
v. Project name;5

vi. Parcel number;6
vii. Legal description of the property;7

viii. Description of the qualifying offset project(s); and8
ix. Total number of energy offset credits allocated to the certificate.9

b. Once issued, the total number of energy offset credits initially allocated to each10
certificate shall not be recalculated or modified.11

5. Exchange of energy offset credits …12
a. TBD (recorded to certificate through City)13

6. Energy offset credits shall be retired …14
a. TBD (recorded to property title)15

16
Table 15.05.070(E)17

18

On-
Site

Off-
Site Offset Project Type

Min.
Performance

Period
Offset Credit Calculation

1 x x
Upgrade the energy
efficiency of an existing
building

???

The difference between the energy efficiency
of the building before and after the upgrade
as determined using the modeling methods in
BIMC 15.05.070(D)(1).

2 x x

Install grid-tied renewable
energy production capacity,
such as roof-top or ground-
based solar panels with net
metering

???

Annual productive capacity in kWh as
determined by …
Convert annual productive capacity to CO2e/yr
using the carbon emissions factor for
electricity.

3 x x Install new grid-tied battery
storage capacity ??? ???

4 x x Install a new grid-tied electric
vehicle charging station ??? ???

5 x x Pay an in-lieu fee as provided
in BIMC 15.05.070(F) n/a n/a

Note: The electric utility and government entities may have financial incentives or technical assistance19
programs that could help with offset projects.20

21
F. An in-lieu fee shall be established by resolution of the City Council.22

1. All funds shall be deposited into the Green Building and Energy Fund.23
2. All in-lieu funds collected shall be used on Bainbridge Island to install or acquire the24

required number of credits using the off-site methods listed in Table BIMC 15.05.070(E).25
3. In-lieu fees shall be determined …26

a. TBD27

Commented [PB7]: Should this be limited to solar or also
allow for wind?
Note: As currently proposed, renewable energy production
that is not grid-tied may be installed but cannot be used to
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https://www.bainbridgewa.gov/DocumentCenter/View/12811/Bainbridge_GHG-Inventory-Report_FINAL_20191122
https://www.bainbridgewa.gov/DocumentCenter/View/12811/Bainbridge_GHG-Inventory-Report_FINAL_20191122
https://www.bainbridgewa.gov/DocumentCenter/View/13051/2020-Citywide-Workplan-Priorities
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/598714/Overview_of_Draft_Climate_Action_Plan_-_CCAC_Presentation.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/598714/Overview_of_Draft_Climate_Action_Plan_-_CCAC_Presentation.pdf
http://apps.bainbridgewa.gov/webLink8/0/doc/91528/Electronic.aspx
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City Priorities and Policies Applicable to Green Building 
 
2020 Citywide Workplan Priorities 

�x Support Council consideration of Green Building Initiatives (Q1 – Q4) 
o to include consideration of proposed solar ordinances 

 
Comp Plan Goals & Policies 

�x Policy LU 5.5 - Implement a green building code. 
�x LU Action #3 - Amend the City’s development code to implement green building codes. Utilize 

lessons learned from communities of comparable environmental and socio-economic 
characteristics to implement green building codes which address issues such as site 
sustainability, water use efficiency, energy use efficiency, indoor environmental quality, and the 
impact on the atmosphere, materials and resources by buildings. 

 
Applicable to All Types of Buildings 

�x Policy EC 3.1: Encourage use of green building materials and techniques in all types of construction, 
as well as design approaches that are responsive to changing conditions. 

�x Policy EC 10.2: Partner with island architects, landscape architects, builders and related 
construction professionals to draft development standards and practices that incorporate green 
building practices and context sensitive design.  

�x Policy EN 2.3: Use new technologies to reduce environmental impacts such as solar panels, 
electric and hybrid vehicles, high-efficiency lights and heating systems. 

�x Goal EN-4: Encourage sustainable development that maintains diversity of healthy, functioning 
ecosystems that are essential for maintaining our quality of life and economic viability into the 
future.  

�x Policy EN 4.1: Employ conservation design methods and principles such as low impact 
development techniques for managing storm and waste water, green building materials, high-
efficiency heating and lighting systems. 

�x Policy U 14.2: Encourage the conservation of electrical energy, especially during periods of peak 
usage, and encourage energy saving building code strategies, local renewable energy, and other 
cost effective approaches to meeting the island’s energy needs, including distributed energy 
systems. 

 
Applicable to City and Public Facilities Only 

�x GOAL EN-2: Encourage sustainability in City Government operations. 
�x Policy EN 2.1: In managing City government operations, take reasonable steps to reduce impacts 

to the environment and ecosystems upon which we depend. This includes recognizing and 
preparing for the impacts of climate change. 

�x Policy U 14.5: New taxpayer-funded buildings shall use carbon-neutral energy for heating, 
cooling, and operational use to the maximum extent practical.  

�x Policy EN 10.4: Ensure beneficial indoor air quality in all renovations and new construction of 
City-owned facilities. 

�x Policy EN 12.6: Promote energy conservation measures by all government entities including: 
o Retrofitting offices, shops and garages with high-efficiency lighting; 
o Converting vehicles to hybrid fuel vehicles as replacement or new vehicles are acquired; 
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o Converting traffic signals and lighting to the most energy efficient and spectrum 
appropriate technology available; and 

o Adopting incentive programs and design standards that encourage the employment of 
renewable energy sources and energy efficient appliances on the Island. 

�x Goal CF-4: Public facilities constructed on Bainbridge Island meet appropriate safety, 
construction, energy conservation, durability and sustainability standards. 

�x Policy CF 4.4: Require public facilities to incorporate energy generation when and where 
possible. 
 

Process Improvements 
�x Policy EN 12.3: Strive for reduced greenhouse gas emissions by, among other actions, 

integrating climate change into the city planning process, including land use and transportation 
planning and management, and making climate change considerations and meeting greenhouse 
gas emission reduction goals a component of city decision making. 

�x Policy EN 12.4: Establish benchmarks, metrics and targets for reduction of greenhouse gas 
emissions, assess current conditions and progress in reducing greenhouse gas emissions from 
municipal, commercial, residential and transportation-related land uses, projects and programs. 

�x Policy EN 12.5: Support the development of a public education program which informs all 
citizens on the methods and progress for meeting the Island’s greenhouse gas emission goals 
and ways citizens can assist in reaching the reduction goals. 

�x Policy HO 6.4: Create a new conservation villages permit process to apply outside of designated 
centers to increase housing choices including affordable housing and requiring green building 
practices while better conserving open space. 
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Climate Impact
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Comprehensive
Plan

Climate Change
Advisory

Committee
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Climate Action
Plan

Green Building
Task Force

Green Building
Program

Policy LU 5.5- Implement a green building code.

Goal 3A: Increase energy conservation and efficiency,
including customer-owned generation, across all energy
sectors.
Goal 3C:Create energy self-sufficiency for emergency
preparedness and increase energy infrastructure reliability
and resilience.
Goal 5A: Reduce GHG emissions from all municipal,
commercial, industrial and residential buildings.
Goal 6B: Protect and maintain the integrity of our Island’s
surface and groundwater resources in the face of climate
change.
Goal 7B: Increase diversion of waste from the landfill.
Goal 8C: Empower and prepare COBI, Bainbridge Island
residents, and Bainbridge Island businesses for climate
impacts and emergencies.
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